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THE POLYNESIAN,
o Official Journal of the Hawaiian Government,
1,‘(...;blislaed weekly at Honolula, Oahu, H. L.

EDWIN 0. HALL, EDITOR.

TERMS,.

1 cops per anaum, in advance,
o capy six moaths, in advance,
Sagie C"Pic"
Rates of Advertising.
e square, (16 lines), first insertion, 31,00, each con-
_ce 25 0153 one half sqeare (8 lines or less), first
100, 37 €IS contiouance 12§ cts.; Cards, no-
g not exceeding one halfsquare, by the year, 85,00;
' epoeeding one square, $5,00.  Yearlyadvertising not
wing oue hall column, $30.00: not exceeding one
Com, 560,00, Yearly advertising limited to the ad-
aner's own business.
1eoral Advertisements. —Twenty-five cents per lwe, for
jrst insertion, and six and one-fourth ceats for each
ssequent lnsertion. s ) )
-7 Sulscription to the Polynesian is payable invariabl

'3? No transient advertisements will be inserted, unless

—— s

List of Agents for the Polynesian.

anina, H. 8, Swinton. Bostox, - G.D. Jarves & Co
fin, - B. Pitman, 8. Francisco. Rev. T. D. Hout

RUSINESS CARDS.
POLYNESIAN PRINTING OFFICE.

M N e T

Plain and Sancp Book and Job Printing

—f8CCH AS—
ramphiets, sheop Bills,
Catalogues, Bills of Exchange,
Circulars, Bills of Lading,
Handbills, | Comsular Blanks,
gill Heads,

| Blank Deeds,
{ISITING, BUSINESS AND ADDRESS CARDS
ggecated with neataess and despatch, on liberal terms.

e ——

B. F. SNOW,
jmporter & Gemeral Commission Merchant,
HONOLULU,

OAHU,
HAWAIIAN ISLANDS.

Bills of Exchange on foreign countries wanted.
Aug. 27.16tF

General Commission $devchant,
HONOLULU, OAHU, H. I L
advanced on favorable terms for s
':{n:‘:.;.:::: on the United States, England and Frauce.
COADY, CAHOON & CO.
ship Chandlers & Commission Merchants.

WOSOLULU, OAEU, & HILO, HAWAN, H. I

X"
A s Cahaon § Mouolulw, 7 1.
N P. Lake, Hilo, Hawaii, H. L =
Tshins wappliesd with refreshments, provisions, &c, at the
sherle=d utice, on reasonable teros
» B. Wanted, whalers” bills on the U 8 ar Emape, for
whics stoney will be advanced on favorable terms. dec 21-332

STARKEY, JANION & ©O.,
flerchnts & Commission Agents,
HONOLULYU, OAHU, H. L. ’

"~ 3. ¥.BOLLES & CO.,
DEALERE N

fhip Chandlery and General Merchandise,
LAHAINA, MAUIL,

*» F. BOLLES. £. HOFFMEYER
Syips sapplied with recruits at the lowest Market

Prace )
'}}-w-«s— advanced on reasonahle terms for Bl}‘!\ uff Ex-
11—t

change on the United States and Enrope.

BUSH & CO.,

Ship Chandlers & Commission Merchants,
LAHAINA, MAUL

ALFRED W. BUSH, ¢ A
CHARLES P. ROBINSON. § TTAWAIIAR ToLAN

ships supplied with recruils, in exchange for goods or
rash

‘.‘ Money advanced, at the lowesl rales, for Bills of
Esctange on the Uniled States or Evrope 20 1y.

“C. P. SAMISING & OO,
DEALERS IN CHINA GOODS,

HONOLULU, OAHU, H. 1.
O+ haad snd for sale, Sugar, Molasses, Tea

McCOLGAN & BOLAND,

T A AN AdPER SSe
On the premises adjoining Dr. Wood’s
HONOLULU, OAHU.
Garments cut and made to order in the lates styles.
Aug. 27, 1850-1y16

P. RODRIGUEZ VIDA,

DEALER 1IN .
SHIP CHANDLERY AND PROVISIONS,
HONOLULU, OAHU, H. L ,
Saps hgiplml wilh recruits at the fowest market price
for Cash or Bills on the United States or Europe.

TIN & BAOCLE
nml,z'n‘svt% GENERAL MERCHANDISE,
HONOLULU, OAHU, H. L

J. T. GOWER,
BT IBLOLR ®
And Dealer in General Merchandise,
MAEKAWAO, MAUL H L

ALTING & HEEREN,
Dealers in General Merchandise.

(At the Store formerly occapied by 1. MONTGONERY.)
HONOLULE, OAHU, 8. L 1y8

and Coffee

SEA & BARTOW,

Auction and Commission Merchants.
H. BEA, AUCTIONEER.

iy4® HONOLULU, OAHU, H. L

. JOHN BECK,
Commission Merchant,
Aad General Commercial & Shipping Agent,
May 27, 1850.8m2] Horovrurvy, Sandwich Isl's.

AHPEO & AHYONG,
(Known as the firm of. Hopwa & Co.,)
Bread and Biscuit Bakers; Dealers in
General Merchandise, &c.,

HONOLULU, H. §.

¥-136m9

Jyi3-8y

HENRY ROBINSON & CO.,
Merchants and Commission Agents,
July 13-9-y) HONOLULU, H. I.

CRABB & SPALDING.
Ship Chandlersand Commission Merchants,
HONOLULU, 0OAHU,

Constantly on hand a supply of ship stores and
recruits suited to the wants of vessels wisiting this
port, and for sale at the lowest market prices, for
cash or bills of exchange on the United States and
Europe. . jand-34-vy

M. R. TARVEY,
HOUSE, SIGN, SHIP, COACH AND

@Ornamental Painter,
Having re-opened the shop on the premises of C.
W, Vincent, is now prepared to execute all orders
with neatness and despatch, on the most reasona-
ble terms.
Honolulu, March 28, 1850.

BOWLIN & CARTWRIGHT,
Dealers in General Merchandise,

LAHAINA, MAUI, H. I.
ALVRED D. CARTWRIGHT.

46uF

RICH™D H. BOWLIN.

House, Sign, Ship, Conch and Ornamental
Painters.
(Imitations of Wood and Marble executed with
neatness and despatch.)

HONOLULU, OAHU, H. 1.

A.F. TURNER.

Civil Engineer and Surveyor.
Hale Hoona, Alanui Beritania.
. Adjoiniog the Land Commission Office.
N B. Wanied 8 good Circumferenter and some drawing

prper.
Won‘o:.u‘l.u. Avugust 15-6m*

J. H. WOOD,

Boot and Shoe fHanufacturer,

Shoe and Leather Dealer.
At the Brick Shoe Store.
_Honolulu, Oahu, H.1. Aug. 31.16y

C. H. NICHOLSON,
2BQerolamt TPaillwlre
( Establishmeni opposile the Seamen’s Chapel,)
HONOLULU, OAHU,H. L
A large assortmeniof Broadcloths, Cassimeres, Vestings
Cashmeres and Linen Drillings, constantly for sale.
Garments made at short notice. in latest jashion.

Honolulu, Sept. 14, 1850. 1y-17

BRANDON & WOOD,

Carpenters, Joiners, and Dealers in all
kinds of Building Materinls,
At the old stand of C. W. Vincent.
Honolulu, October 19, 1850.—23-y.

GEORGE HARRIS,
MANUFACTURER OF
Copper, and Sheet-Iron WARE.
BROADWAY, HONOLULU,
OABU.
N. B.—Shipwork made and repaired at the shortest
notice. 23—6m*

iy13-otf

Tin

Greenwell & Heap,
COMMISSION AGENTS,
HONOLULU, OAHU.

At the store lately occupied by Mesers. H. Robin-
son & Co. Dec. 7, 1850.6m-30%

W. A. ALDRICH,
IMPORTER AND COMMISSION MERCHANT
AND DEALER IN
All kinds of Ship Stores, Dry Goods,
Groceries, elc, etc.

_Store opposite Robinson & Co’s ship yard, Queen
Street. All kinds of Island Produce Wanted.
Honolulu Hawaiian Islands, Dec. 14.—381-1y.

LAFRENZ & FISHER,

Cabinet JMakers and French
POLISHERS.
Honolulu, Nm‘._l.__lﬁbﬂ_—(jm-z.’)

REMOVAL.
CHARLES C. HARRIS.

Attorney and Councillor at Law.
Office No. 3, 20d story of the large newbuilding, re-
cently erected by the Governor, in Broadway or
King street, nearly opposite the fish market.

Honolulu, Nov 23, 28-6m

TWATCH AND CLOCK REPAIRING.

RANKLIN W. ROBERTS, Warcu Maxer,
from Boston, Mass., has the honor to announce
to the residents of Maui, Oahu, & other islanas of
the group, that he has established himself at La-
haina, Maui, where he is ready to repair clocks and
watches at short notice. All work warranted.
Noy. 16, 1850.3m 22

SAMUEL BURBANK,
ATTORNEY AT LAW.

HONOLULU, OAHU.

7 Office in A B Howe's new building. 2d door Ksthuma-
nu st Houolulu, Dec 21-16-32

SAN FRANCISCO NOTICES.
F.A.HUSSEY. J.B. BOND. H.M.HALE.
HUSSEY, BOND & HALE,
COMMISSION MEROCHANTS.
Wharf at the foot of Sacramento street,

San Francisco, California.

Refer to George B. Upton, Esq, Messrs. Samp-
gon & Tappan, Messrs. Lombard & Whitmore,
Boston.

Messrs. Mason & Thompson, Messrs. Andrew
Foster & Sons, Simeon Draper Esq, New York.

Messrs. Alex. Brown & Sons, Messrs. Kirkland,

Chase & Co, Messrs. Birckhead & Pearce, Balti-
more.
Messrs. Mason & Kirkland, Philadelphia ; John
B. Howell. Esq., New Oricans ; Edward Clrr!
ton, Esq, Providence ; Messrs. Maxwell, Wright
& Co, Rio Janeiro. 16y1

Messrs. Crabb & Spalding, Honolulu. Aug.31

ARVIN & HITCHCOCK, Stationers

and Booksellers, respectfully invite the atten-
tion of merchants and others in the Islands to our
extensive and well selected assortment of Station-
ery and Miscellaneous Reading Books, to which
we are constantly making additions. We bhave now
monthly arrivals from New York of in our
line, purchased expressly for the Pacific market.—
We have also every variety of Musi¢ and Musical
Instruments, :‘IL the mp‘h fixtures, &c.—
Church Music of late Beston icalions.

MARVIN & HITCHCOCK.
San Francisco, August, 1850 -6m*14

——

J. X .STONBE,

Homse Carpenter & Builder.
(Gpposite the residence of George Pelly, Esq.)
myozazﬂ. OAHU, H.I Lo
‘*Jsbbing done at the shortest notice
most reasonable terms. 15y
I IO’T’G'OIﬂIY.
AF X " four dodsfrom

i b Fi sl ,
e N P AP tock, Fort M Ger. 5. 1650 y-21

BANJOS, TAMBORINES, VI-
' ica, violas, guitars, accordeons, flutes,
fifes, flageolettes, clarionets, bugles,
bass horns, trombones, cornopeans, saxe tubag, fri-
taning forks, castinetts. bones, ur-g;

rosin, reeds, strings, screws, and other fixtures
the above instruments. A selection of book
and sheet music; also, complete sets of Stephen C.
Massett’s Songs, for sale at the Pioneer Book

Store, Herald Btilﬁ:gn.vg‘out‘lgo st tSn

CHARLES BREWER,
Commiscion Merchant,
Refer 10 BOSTON,U.S.

Mixex, Axraox & Co. y
R W. Woon. jand-S4-y

SWAN & CLIFFORD,

Ship Chandlers and Gemeral Agents,
oct 26-24 1y HONOLULU, OAHV.

PORTER & OGDEN,
Tmporters swd Commission Merchamts. |

Francisco. (76m*) M
ARVIN & HITCOHCOOOK
DA iencrs and Booksellers,

Generanl

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL, AT THE
PIONEER BOOK STORE,

{n the Herald Buldings, Montgomery st, near Clay
Aug. 17-14-1y® SAN FRANCISCO.
DE WITT & HARRISON,

flercGants & Commission

SAN FRANCLSCO, CALIFORNIA. 30-1y

HAWES
u.w":!t ier !onhwo
SAN 0, CALIFORKIA.

Iy-34 NOWOLULU, OARU, H. L

'| hurried outline of news.

—_—

URDAY, JANUARY 25,

1851,

'No. 37,

MAKEE, ANTHON. & CO.

Jaues Maxee. JuLivs A. ANTHON.
HONOLULU. OAHU, S. L.
Importers & Whelesale Dealers in
General Merchandise. 34-1f.

A. B. HOWE & CoO., :
AT SR IR,
A. B. HOWE, Auctioncer.

Hunolutu, M. 1.1y-34

W. DEAN & CO.,
Merchants and Commission Agents.

KING STREET, HONOLULU.
Jan. 4.1f-34

H. HACKFELD,
Ship Chandier and General Agent.

HONOLULU, OAHU, H. I.
Jan. 4.1y-34

MRER. P. LOMBAR,

HE A T EFCEHRE W e

NUUANU STREET, above the National Hotel.
351y HONOLULU.

ARCTIC EXPEDITION.
Some of the details of the daily duties and
! arduous labors of vessels penetrating into the
high northern latitudes in search of the long-
lost Sir John Franklin, are graphically des-
cribed in a private letter, communicated to
the New York Tribune. They are refresh-

ing, in this tropical climate:
LaxcasTen Sousp, between Cape
Crawford and York, August 21. 2

The **North Star,” dear , is reported
safe at Leopold Harbor, the last years win-
tering asylum of Sir James Ross. We are
now making all sail to meet her, and it may
be to obtan a homeward conveyance for a
Gather around you
our little home circle, none of them will com-
plain of iny addressing to you what is meant
for all.

On the 6th of July while fanning along be-
tween the Great Pack and the shore ice of’
Uppernavik, we met a couple of Esquimaux
Kaiacks. By them I sent my last home dis-
patches.

On the day after this we saw ahead of us
the three islands of Baffin, and ran on with a
fine fresh breeze intending to pursue the
coastward route successful with other navi-

ators. Unfortunately, however, the Great

ack perhaps better known to you as the
Middle Ice, presented a great indenture to
the westward which invited us to enter. We
did so but the result proved unwisely.

Barrin's Bav.—The worst feature—in fact
the chief drawback of Baffin’s Bay naviga-
tion is what is called its *“*Middle Ice.”—
When winter, which here exceeds in inten-
sity any cold within your conception, fully
| sets in, all the great bay with its sounds, in-
{lets and euntering bays becomes one solid

mass of ice. Except the ridge hammaocks or

the entrapped bergs, there is no diversity of
surface; Greenland and America are ce-
wented together. Nor does it stop here;
extending down along the western coast it
chokes up the great bay of Hudson, travels
down Labrador, enters the straits of Belle
Isle, and but for the gulf stream would belt
in Newfoundland. Summer, a brief, ardent
scason of constant life, aided by nature’s lo-
cal compensating influences, makes rapid in-
roads upon this icy sea, and at a period va-
rying with the openness of the season,leaves
the sole monument of all this huge central
tongue of ice, known technically to voyagers
as the Middle Pack.

Tue MippLe Ice. —The position of the ice,
its character, its connection with the head-
lands of the coast its drift, its period of lib-
eration, &c. &c. form a body of practical
questions, to be determined only by close
observation of winds, season, and the host of
little indications which experience, by a sort
of tact, points out to men who make it the
business of their lives. Such men are the
whalers who, since Sir Juhn Ross’s first voy-
age, more than thirty {ears ago, have made
these seas their peculiar ﬁshiuﬁ ground.—
And the British Expeditions are therefore ac-
companied by a set of men known as ‘* Ice
Masters"” n.n({ “‘Greenland Pilots,” who are
looked upon as indispensable to a Polar
cruise. We have none. The notes of the
Whaling routes furnished by the Royal In-
spector at Disco declare the middle passage
an i ibility in the latitude of 73° and
thereabouts. Save Parry once, no one has
successfully achieved it, and even he, upon
a second attempt, was beset and failed. The
whaling routes were by Melville Bay, past
Cape York, to the Northern Edge of the
Pack, along the vacant spacé between 75°
50" and 772, known by them as the North
Water. Scorsby’s list of successful passa-
ges confirms the nécessity of following the
shore line; and the general tenor of
printed authorities points to the same con-
clusion. You must not think, therefore,that
we have suffered any particular ill luck. On
the contrary we partly anticipated our expe-
rience.

For atime it was favorable. We made
forty miles westward in nearly open water;
but soon strecams of loose ice-t es from
the main bnrnertll:dru;:e themselves before u:-i

lu deeper a into its margin
Lrﬂlmdp‘: we udv::wd. and the early
morning of the 8th found us stuck fast as a

.| fly upon a newly varnished table.

Near Devir’s Toscue.—Here, then, be-
hold us with a horizon of ice-covered snow!
The Devil’s Tongue, a striking landmark off|
Baffin’s Islands, rising up before us, a monu-
ment of our forlornness! .

Now came into play the ice-chain and saw,
the ax and the windlass, the tow-rope and

hawser. ’Bndte-wmt:e‘g}ck-
ings of the capstan pawls and the ings
o-fg:hlnin brace. Lends (open lanes of
water)seemed Lo open coastantly. Heading
still west, every day found us deeper in thrall,
and when we were disposed to congratulate
oarselves most on our p , we turned
round to see the Devil’s Tongue still forking
itself at us over the white plain. It might
'have hotne for an inscription in lapidary

style the scarcely varying log of our vessel:
Lat. July 8 (fast in the pack)  70° 03" N.
Long. July 10 (by art. bor. lights)59° 05° W
Lat. July 28 (still inthe pack) 73°54' N
Long July 28 - 60° 06" W
Total progress in 20 days S. W. } W. 21}
miles.

Pistime.—While we continued thus in
pack, our time did not pass altogether with-
out pastime. We are, on board, a harmo-
nious little band of brothers, our Captain of
happy temperament and disposed to make
others happy around him. Where variety
failed to enliven us, hard work kept us from
thinking too coastantly of failure. White
bears and seals, the latter very numerous,
the former in numbers sufficient to give us no
less than five perilous chases over the ice
floes, offered us abundant stir and excite-
ment. You may ask me hereafter for some
of my adventures and escapes, but | write so
slow in this extreme cold, that I cannot get
thmugh with what I must say if [ indulge in
episode.

Tue Wearaer Cuaxces.—At last the
eloquently continued bathos of the barome-
ter, falling by regular decrements, foretold a
change in the weather. On the evening of
the 28th, the leads began to open, and a
South-Easter hauling around to East drove
us through the flies. Tempting water to the
Northward,to say nothing of our three weeks’
duress, caused a change of views and of our
course with them; and by the morning of the
20th water, ice encircled, but nevertheless
water splashed around our bows.

A Storm AMONG THE BErGs.—The breeze,
however, freshened to a_gale. Our course
was toward Melville Bay, a little to the West
of North; the Rescue following close in out
wake. Here, again, with the wind roaring
and the shore-swell undulating around us,we
made a tongue of field-ice, garnished with
terrific bergs. Boring into it, we had for
half an hour a scene which Ithink would
compare with some of Beechey’s Spitzber-
gen splendid Eorribles. For a few minutes
that we were in the thick of the thunder-
storm of grinding icebergs, and crashing ice-
floes, I thought that the little biig Advance
and all its freight would render a trouble-
some task the recall and reunion of its parti-
cles upon the great day when particles gen-
erally are nceded and mended. Here,again
you may ask me for a story in detail, but |
begin to think already of the meminisse
juvabit when (and if) I return safe home.—
Anchoring to the great shore ice, in places
ten feet thick, and working along by a regu-
lar contest, by the 30th we had dragged our-
selves well into the moving ice, and were in
the region of the Nips, which are sucha
bugbear of the whalers. .

Duxica Bav.—By the 2d of August we
had still, by constant warping, worked our-
selves well toward Dunica Bay. Instead of
the snow-covered prairie, interspersed with
black water patches, like uncle George’s
blackbird marsh in skating time, the ice was
here firm, thick and rvesisting. \What little
open water we had, beat against an iron-
bound ice coast. There the floes and hum-
mock ridges, packed and driven int) walls
above the foundation ice itself, sometimes 12
and 14 feet thick. Marks of the wildest com-
motion were everywhere, and effects of up-
heaving forces, only to be compared with
the uplifting axes of great geological eras.—
Amidst this fierce wreck and ruin, and above
it all, their effect, hightened by our con-
sciousness of danger near them, rose the
isolated ice mountains—the kingly bergs.—
Some, though not aground, stood as firm as
the land, their huge bulk not seeming to vi-
brate even with the drift of the field ice that
split in scales against their basis; others, as
if driven by an awful will, came drifling
down upon us, crushing and tearing every-
thing before them in their way. The height
of some of these was 250 feet by measure-
ment.

I had opportunity here to fill many pages
with conclusive observations upon the ice
movements. My journal will probably show
some exceptions to the received rules with
regard to them. In one case, in this Dunica
Bay, on the night of the 1st of August, when
the wind was south-easterly, and the current,
as determined by the surface ice, in accord-
ance with Capt. Beechey’s south-western
drift, I observed the berg ice making a
northern progress of one knot and a half an
hour, while the floes went off to the south-
westward at the rate of two kaots. The sub-
mersion of the berg, and the local influences,
tides, &c. operating upon them, are hardly
sufficient to explain thus fact, and it is cer-
tainly a curious one,

Breakixe THE 1cE.—-While working
through the almost supernatural congeries
here, one of our ice anchors, attached to a
warping line, and with its hook buried in an
iceberg, with a sudden detonation cleft the
mass asunder, toppling into the chasm thus
formed a worthy fellow named Costa. The
detached mass would have crushed our brig
had we been a trifle nearer. Luckily, too,
its fracture was so clean, that when it rose,
placid as Neptune herself, from the deep, it
lited up with it poor Costa, free from all
hurt, though nearly scared to death.

We have parted five cables, lost three
anchors, and escaped uncounted drownings
from breaking threugh the ice. Out of our
hittle party on board the Advance, there are
but two officers and men ' included that have
escaped their ducking. The Captaia and
myself have each been in twice. On one
occasion 1 had a heavy ship’s musket, sup-

lied by the astonishing liberality of Unele
ga.m under the name of “Fowling piece,” as
a “‘Life Preserver.” My only regret is that
I saved the musket.

Beanrs.—Thus we ﬂrpedd.;:lnh sailed on,
our hopes lessening every ith our pro-
gress. On the eighth, the Rescucs shot a
bear within two hundred yards of our excited
noses—we had no ied boat. Oun the
Lith, while saling in misty fog through a
briefly ed lead, no less than six bears
were in sight at the same time. It will seem

to you that I who have held slayers
of smpe and murderers of woodcock in such
small esteem should become anm enthusiastic

to it. Many and many a mile with a heavy'

Luulbnlllw. Bat | have come down

tifle and my little double barrel have I fol-
lowed savagely these wretched bears. On
the occasion just mentioned three took the
water together and we mutually charged
each other, a whale-boat full of hunters

against three purple muzzled Polar bears.
We killed one.

Birpse—The Uria Alle, or little Guillemot,
made its appearance on the I2th. These

birds migrate in the Winter to Labrador and|

our own Northern coast. They were not in
full feeding fatness; just released from the
domeslic cares of incubation and nursing. In
two days we shot 420. It seemed a sin in
one of my temperament to be such a destroy-
er of family happiness. But this climate,that
makes wolves crazy with hunger, postpones
the bowels of compassion to those which are
less figurative. The little Guillemots are
sweet and game-flavoured; as large as a
Patridge and every way a most delicious
change in our Arctic Dietetics. My great-
est exploit has been 73in something less than
two hours. DBut they are tame as they are
fat and stupid.

CALIFORNIA IN THE FALL OF 1819,

—

BY MONSR. DILLON.

Abridged from the Rerue des Deur Mondes.

““ Monsr. Dillon it will be recollected was
lately Consul for France at the Sandwich
Islands, and signalized himself by certain
exploits there last year. His demands for
facilities to be granted for the introduction
of Brandy and the use of the French Lan-
guage not being dcceded to by King Kame-
hameha or his Yankee advisers, were referr-
ed to Europe, to which Commissioner Judd
proceeded with two of the princes reyal, as
did also Moasr. Dillon in the Poursuivanle.
We lcarn that Monsr. Dilion has since been
appointed French Consul at San Francisco,
his demands not meeting as we infer, with
support from the Parisian Government.—
Hence his animus against all parties in the
Pacific except his own Jesuits, the Mission-
ary Kings *’

Extracrs.—We are about the thirty-fifth|

degree of north latitude, scudding under a
fresh breeze towards the entrance which
leads into the bay of San }raneisco. No-
thing is more agreeable than the first sensa-
tions of refreshing coldness (or those escap-
ing from the long matyrdom of  three years’
residence under the broiling sun of the trop-
ics; thus every one on board of the Poursui-
vante is to day in perfect good humor. The
voice of the commander ordinarily of so high
a tone, i3 sensibly softened The sailors
perform the manceuvres with a lively spirit.
The passengers themselves, who have been
so long in want of a subject of conversation,
awake from their lethargy, and engage in
animated discussions with each other.

We are about to touch at one of the most
interesting and mysterious points of the globe.
We are shortly to see the solution of a ques-
tion which for the last fifteen months has
thrown the new as well as the old world into
strange perplexities. It has agitated usell
to know whether the so much vaunted mines
of California, are nothing but a huge decep-
tion, a Yankee puff, concocted in order to at-
tract colonists and capitalists to an unhealthy
and inhospitably country, or whether they
are something tangible and real.

One thing has struck me during the pas-
sage: it is that the nearer we approach the
termination of our voyage, our doubts in-
crease on the subject of California. Thus
at Valparaiso the fact of the existence of gold
mines was confirmed and admi'ted, butit was
imagined in a general way that the country
was unhealthy, that there existed weither
laws nor government, and that it might any
day happen that one would have to pay with
his life for sufficiently mediocre results. At
Tahiti a point separated from San Francisco
by a forty days voyage only,a! the Sandwich
Islands still nearer, the same doubts were
encountered, the same suspicions, and the
same curiosity.

rive from the El-dorado, every one was ea-
ger for new information, and yet nobody
could form a precise idea of the actual state
of things.

We are not more than thirty leagues from
the coast, and can already perceive in the
number and variety of flags around us, the
vicinity of a great emporium of business.—
On our left there tapers to the horizon the
three masts of a French ship whose long pas-
sage is going to end at the same time as our
own; to the right behold an English vessel
from Shanghae with a whole colony of Chi-
nese on board. We can distinguish the pale
countenances, @ confours reguliers, and the
plaited tails of these inhabitants of the Ce-
lestial Empire, while they press against the
bulwarks, to see us pass, and admire the
open ports of our handsome frigate. Nearer
to us we perceive several Chilian vessels
which salute us by hoisting their ﬂn(f:;—
Among the passengers with whom the s
are elgwded, we I3&:“19 several Signorilas,
and hear their exclamation muy lindo, muy
lindo, (very swift*) while the Powrswivante
passes majestically by them. Alas! among
the hearts that palpitate with joy and hope
belore us, how many will cease to beat, sad,

and undeceived, before the end of the adven-'

ture in which they have engaged.

The entrance to the bay of San Francisco
resembles very much that of Brest. Itis
sufficiently mnarrow for the forts which
it is in contemplation to ereet on each side,
to cross their fire, and command the passage:
it contains moreover sufficient water to fleat
the largest ships. Arrived in front of the
entrance, the yoyager sees expanding before

him, not merely a port, or even a lake, but, :
a Mediterranean in miniature. The port of run out at the foot of the old firt.

San Francisco would contain with ease all the
fleets of the world; a precious treasure for
brother Jonathan, and which gives place for
astonishment that such a position shoald have
remained so long unoccupied. Ia islet situ-
ated within the bay at a short distance from

the entrance is evidently destiaed to serve as|

Every one was upon'
the qui-vice when any vessel happened to ar-|

means of strength and security for a port al-
ready possessed of so many.
large cabins, you find now an exchange, a
theatre, churches for all the Christian scets,
and a great number of handsome houses.—
Some of themn are built of stone, but the most
part of wood and adobe. The fronts of the
houses are white-washed or painted, the
-Islrea'ls well laid vut, and the whole presents
| a sufficiently fine eflect. From the two sudes
of the town following along the bank there
| stretch out ranges of tents far as tl e eye can
!see, forming a town of a mew sort, which s
'nut deficient of a certain originslity. Theie
{ come to repose for an instant before they Le-
take themselves to the mines, the emigrants
of the two worlds, as well as the Chinese,
the Malays, and all that loose population
which swarmed lately in the diverse srou, s
of Polynesia, and to whom Botany Pay has
-served as the point of departare.  There is
(1o be found the ex-mivister of justice® of King
| Kamehameha, now the most redoubtable
| brigand of California, the same who drew up
 that famous code of laws which the bible So-
cieties of England and the United States
have proclaimed a master prece of huma
{sagacity. There, are to he found collected,-
| assassins, parricides, highway robhers, buc-
j caneers, upon whom the baad of divine jus-
(tice has not yet been laid. Comedy and the
drama, the latter principally, may there find
ample matter to draw upon. Incredible es-
capes, and adventures such as the wmagina~
tions of our most fruitiul novelists have not
d.reamed of, there await thewr future histo-
rian.

Already the town of San Francisco resem-
bles a vast hive in which there reigns a per-
petual buzz. Coaches, cars, wagons driv-
ing along pell mell, cross and run against
each other from ull sides; 1 pity the philoso-
pher, the dreamer who finds himself bewild-
ered in the streets of San Francisco, for he
is exposed at every step to the danger of be-
ing trampled down, while he delivers himself
up to his meditations, and without any one
even crying to him, take care. Great hulk-
ing fellows strong and bomy, the head sur-
mounted by a sugar loaf hat, whip and strain
their teams along without payimg the least
attention to foot passengers. Ou each side
of the street you see pass along a crowd
silent and thoughtful, with hurried steps,
either towards the customhouse a great erees
tion at the foot of the town, or towards the
exchange, an edifice situated between two
gambling houses, and before which are per-
manently stationed groups of eager specula-
tors.

All the nations of the globe are largely
represented in the commerce of San Francis-
co, but as might be expected the American
element predominates there. American l.eg-
islation permits every ooe to establish ac-
cording to his own idea. Every one in con-
sequence is a Stock Broker, Consignee,
Banker, Money-changer, Auctioneer, mauny
even exercise all these professions simulta-
neously. I am ignorant i the ship owner or
the merchant of %‘l;:vro who sepds goods on
consignment to San Francisco makes a bril-
liant aflair of it; but it is certain that the
consignee who receives them does not ruin
himself. The list of their different charges
under the titles of brokerage, change of
moneys, and warehouse rent, would greatly
edify their brethren in Europe.

We may without exaggeration estimate
them at about fifty per cent of the gross pro-
ceeds of each sale. Itis just, however, to
remember that the censignee in San Fran-
cisco has, on his part, heavy expenses to
sustaio. Thus besides the dl':artb price of
daily provisions in a country where they oft-
en pay as much as five francs for an egg,and
thre¢ francs for a potatoe, the rents vary
from one hundred and filty thousand to three
hundred thousand francs per annum. There
are a considerable number of houses that
bring their proprictors as much as eight
hundred thousands francs per annum.

However important may be the results ob-
tained from the mines of Calilurnia and how-
ever numerous the resources of San Francis-
co, as a centre of commerce may be, it is
impossible such a state of things can long be
'maintained. The Yankee is a jobber by na-

ture; nobody understands puffing better than
he. Give a citizen of Massachusets a hun-
dred roods of morass, he will baptize it by
the seductive name of Eden Ficlds, then he
will give a value to them in so many ways,
| and with such perseverance, that more than
'one innocent will not be long in falling into
 his net. This is what is called in the United
| States playing a Yankee trick, and certainly
| general Jackson was not more proud ol his
| famous victory over the English at New Or-
{ leans, than one of these players when he re-
| counts to his enthusiastic compatriels any
| instance of his prowess of this sort. Throw
'three Americans upon a desert isle where
| there is but one spring of water: two of them
will seize upon it, and levy by this means a
tribute upon the third; then they will loudly
vaunt their Yankee trick.

Herba Buena otherwize called San Fran-
| ciseo lies 1o the right in entering the bay, a
|little beyond the old Spanish fert. It s at
the present time a town of fifty thousand
souls, and promises to become in a few years,
the capital of the Pacific. The forest of
lmuu which opens to the view all round re-
minds one of Havre and Marseilles. There
'are at this moment upwards of three hundred
'and fortv merchant ships anchored near the
‘fown, without counting a considerable num-
ber of brigs and small eraft. AN without
' exception have lost their crews, and many of
them have been deserted by the Captains
themselves. An American corvelle carry-
ing the flag of Commodore Jon«s, keeps svle
watch over this mass of property. .

We landed without difficulty at a jetty just
No cus-

' tomhouse officers here to search yoar pock-
t 'u; or to Pmb.’ ron in h.ﬁ ’wr mlh .nd
your packel.l.

At San Francisco where fificen mooths
m’nolbhg was to be met but a half dozen

What appears ta give, for the moment, a
fictitious and exaggerated value to real es-

a position for a battery! this will be a "“'it-le in San Francisco is the great number of

e Dillon sheald have said * very beamiful.”

-.gnmbling houses thet are established there.




